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and even advanced into the interior. It was
not open, honest warfare. The embittered in-
habitants killed Prussians whenever they could
do so undetected; and Blucher, for his part, here
as throughout his whole military career, insisted
on an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.
He went further in one case than his superiors
approved and with consequences to himself that
were to be very serious. It was a matter, prac-
tically, of torturing, in the hope of extorting a
confession, a priest who was suspected of crime.
But Frederick the Great's policy at that special
moment was to conciliate the Poles and make
them consider him their benefactor.

Having been reported for misconduct Blucher
was passed over at the next promotion and a first
lieutenant, von Jagersfeld, given the place that
he coveted; which so angered Blucher that he
sent in his resignation to the King. The latter
expressed his bad opinion of the whole regiment,
and Blucher was cashiered and told that he
might "go to the devil!"

A request for an investigation into the whole
affair having been refused, Blucher, although
passionately devoted to the military career saw
himself debarred, apparently forever, from pur-
suing it, and was obliged at the age of almost
thirty to seek another occupation. But a man
with will and determination can succeed in very
opposite pursuits. Blucher became a farmer.
He married the daughter of Herr von Mehling,